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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1   ECONOMIC VARIABLES AND STOCK MARKET PERFORMANCE
The Malaysian Stock Market had been experiencing heavy losses
since the devaluation of the Thai currency in 1997 and it was signaling the
currency crisis in the Asian region. However, Malaysian Government led
by Dr. Mahathir Mohamad has bounced back by taking a bold step in
fighting the speculation against Ringgit. The establishment of the National
Economic Action Council (MTEN) and the imposition of selective
exchange controls and pegging of Ringgit brought back the confidence in
financial markets particularly the equity market. With this unilateral policy,
the Malaysian economy has recovered and officially out of recession. It
was also due to the strong economy rebound in the third quarter of 1999
and ever since has shown a more positive growth.
The current economic indicators show an encouraging future for the
equity investment to grow in Malaysia. This is due to economic recovery
with stable and low interest, high liquidity in the economy, profit gained by
corporate sector and reforms implemented by the government to reinforce
the banking system.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Outcome and impact evaluations for important service organisations such as Sarawak
Biodiversity Centre is crucial in ensuring high quality policymaking and effective
service operations management. A continuous and consistent emphasis on serving the
targeted customer groups as well as the general public will always be necessary for
excellent and sustainable biodiversity conservation and development in Sarawak. It is
great to note that Sarawak Biodiversity Centre's core functions are generally well-
regarded and respected towards Sarawak's biodiversity excellence. This six-month
state-wide questionnaire survey which focuses on evaluating the Awareness &
Appreciation Programme and Traditional Knowledge Documentation Programme of
the Centre has found numerous favourable outcomes and impacts of the two
programmes. Besides, there are also useful insights for further improvement.
Sarawak Biodiversity Centre has been very actively involved in promoting Sarawak's
biodiversity and educating the general public on the importance of Sarawak's
biodiversity and the Traditional Knowledge related to Sarawak's biodiversity. The
strategic programmes are developed and implemented accordingly. Specifically, the
Awareness and Appreciation Programme helps to: i) provide opportunities for the
general public to participate in the Centre's Awareness and Appreciation programme
and enhance appreciation for the State's rich biodiversity and her biotechnology
initiatives, ii) organize seminars and forums that focus on biodiversity-biotechnology
topics, targeted at policy makers, key government officials, members of the academia,
researchers and scientists, industry representatives and the media, and iii) collate and
disseminate accurate and factual information on biodiversity-biotechnology to the
xiv
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
1.1  Background Information
Malaysia has been recognised as one of the world's top biodiversity-rich countries
(Megabiodiversity country). According to Mittermeier et al. (1997) the
Megabiodiversity country concept is based on four premises, namely: i) The biodiversity
of each and every nation is critically important to that nation's survival, and must be a
fundamental component of any national or regional development strategy; ii)
Biodiversity is by no means evenly distributed on our planet, and some countries,
especially in the tropics, harbour far greater concentrations of biodiversity than others;
iii) Some of the richest and most diverse nations also have ecosystems that are under the
most severe threat; and iv) To achieve maximum impact with limited resources, we must
concentrate heavily (but not exclusively) on those countries richest in diversity and
endemism and most severely threatened; investment in them should be roughly
proportional to their overall contribution to global biodiversity.
Hunter and Brehm (2003) reviewed three areas of biodiversity knowledge concerns.
Firstly, they stated that public understanding of the issues surrounding diversity within
the ecological world represents an interesting indicator of the increasing sophistication
with regard to understanding natural processes, the impacts of humans upon ecological
well-being, and the implications of human-induced environmental changes. Second and
more directly related to policy, they mentioned that when seeking public involvement in
land management decisions, it is useful to have insight into public understanding of the
